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INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW 
The City of Blythe (City) is an important gateway into the State of California.  Located 
along the western bank of the Colorado River in eastern Riverside County, more than 10 
million visitors pass through the City each year along the Interstate 10 corridor (Exhibit 
1). The Colorado River, which serves as the border between California and Arizona, is 
the primary source of water supply for all of Southern California and is a draw for 
sportsman and water recreation enthusiasts from both California and Arizona. 
 
In response to increasing 
interest in land development 
along the Colorado River the 
City has prepared the Colorado 
River Corridor Plan (Plan or 
CRCP).  The Corridor Plan 
represents a comprehensive 
vision for growth within the 
Plan area which consists of all 
lands along the Colorado River 
within the City of Blythe and 
its Municipal Sphere-of-
Influence.  The Plan is 
intended to facilitate the implementation of City of Blythe General Plan 2025 policies in 
the Colorado River Corridor (CRC) area and will guide the long-term evolution of this 
portion of the City with planning, policy and development implications for the entire 
City. 

The Colorado River 

 
The City and Community’s vision for the plan area includes creating a pattern of 
development that reinforces the City’s small-town feel and location along the Colorado 
River.  The vision includes providing a variety of housing opportunities to establish 
viable and livable neighborhoods; preserving valuable open space; developing additional 
recreational and resort land uses; protecting existing agricultural land uses; creating a 
multi-purpose recreational trail system; providing additional River access points; and, 
preserving open space while balancing circulation needs.  A primary goal of the Plan is to 
fully integrate this planning area with the rest of the community by complementing and 
extending adjacent residential and commercial areas eastward toward the Colorado River. 
 
The development and evolution of the Plan is described below beginning with an 
examination of what is valued and cherished most by the Community, to recognition of 
emerging growth trends and the effects of different growth patterns on the future of the 
City. The Plan provides goals and polices that will be implemented over the next 20 
years.  The goals and policies are designed to foster the preservation of the small town 
atmosphere while also allowing for directed land development and population growth.  
This Plan refines and implements the goals and objectives of General Plan 2025.  
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This document establishes the policy guidance and regulatory framework for future 
development of the Colorado River Corridor consistent with the General Plan 2025.  
 

The Plan should be regarded as both a 
long-term land use and policy blueprint, 
and as a dynamic planning tool subject to 
ongoing refinement and modification.  This 
Plan is not static and will likely evolve 
over time. One goal of this Plan is that it 
will foster additional progress toward a 
vision of shared values - a vision that will 
evolve through ongoing City and 
Community communication as the City of 
Blythe enters an era of new challenges, 
growth and prosperity. Palo Verde Diversion Dam 
 

Purpose and Intent 

The purpose of the Colorado River Corridor Plan is to proactively and comprehensively 
plan the future land uses along the Colorado River and to establish development policies 
and standards to be applied within the Plan area.  In preparing this Plan, the City intends 
to provide a vision for this area and direct growth patterns to ensure they are consistent 
with the long-term goals and values of the Community. 
 
The CRCP area includes more than twelve miles of river frontage and encompasses 
approximately 6,000 acres.  Lands within the CRCP include those within the existing 
Blythe city limits as well as the existing Sphere-of-Influence (Exhibit 2).  These lands 
along the River are undergoing considerable transition and change.  Advance planning 
for these lands, including those in the City’s existing Sphere-of-Influence, are necessary 
to support the development of future land use patterns that are consistent with City 
objectives and are compatible with surrounding lands uses.  It is the intent of the City to 
apply CRCP policies and development standards to lands that may be annexed in the 
future into the Blythe City Limits and/or City of Blythe Sphere-of-Influence (SOI). 
 
Through its implementation, the Plan will establish connections between all of the lands 
within its boundaries to provide integration and balance between the Riverfront and the 
rest of the City.  Key to the success of the Plan, and maintaining the quality of life for 
existing and new residents, is ensuring that primary infrastructure is in place prior to 
development.   
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ey elements of the Plan include development of a Colorado River Parkway for active 
nd passive recreation; Riverfront resort areas; traditional residential neighborhoods; 
edestrian and bicycle pathway system(s); preservation and utilization of lands along the 
olorado River; and, preservation of important habitat and natural areas as permanent 
pen space.  A conceptual view of the Colorado River Parkway is shown below. 

At its most fundamental, the 
CRCP is a comprehensively 
planned, waterfront oriented, 
land use plan intended to 
complement established 
residential neighborhoods and 
promote the City's recently 
revitalized downtown 
commercial district, providing 
a balanced mix of uses within 
the community.  The Plan’s 
focus is to create a sense-of-

lace based upon the Riverfront; it emphasizes the City as a recreational and commercial 
enter while maintaining its historic rural and agricultural characteristics.   

rea Plan Requirements & Relationship to General Plan 2025 

 California planning practice, the CRCP is an “area” plan.  Area plans are not 
ecifically mentioned in statue; however, they are authorized under Government Code 

65301(b), which allows individual sections of the general plan to be devoted to a 
articular subject or geographic area.  Additionally, area plans are allowed as optional 
lements or subjects in the general plan under Government Code §65301(b). 

Government Code §65301(b) The general plan may be adopted as a single 
document or as a group of documents relating to subjects or geographic segments 
of the planning area. 
 
Government Code §65301(b) The general plan may include any other elements 
or address any other subjects which, in the judgment of the legislative body, relate 
to the physical development of the county or city. 

rea plans address a particular region or community within the overall planning area of 
e general plan. An area plan may be adopted as part of the general plan or may be 

dded later as an amendment. Area plans refine the policies of the general plan as they 
pply to smaller geographic areas and are implemented by local ordinances such as those 
gulating land use and subdivisions. Area plans can also provide forums for resolving 
cal conflicts among competing interests. An area plan must be consistent with the 
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p
c

A

In
sp
§
p
e
 

 
A
th
a
a
re
lo
general plan of which it is a part. 
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sistency 
eterminations can be stated as follows: 

 
An action, program, or project is consistent with 
all its aspects, it will further the objectives and p
not obstruct their attainment. 

Defining the Colorado River Corridor Plan

The Colorado River Corridor planning area encompasses 
12 miles of Colorado River-front lands within the City
Riverside County (Exhibit 3).  The planning area is ge
eastern part of the City of Blythe and the State of Califo
area encompassed by the planning area was annexed to 

The planning area is generally defined as follows:  

Second Avenue is the northern boundary; the Colorado River is the eastern 

 August 2005, the City Council formed the Colorado River Corridor Plan Ad-Hoc 
Adviso
official
long te .    
 
This C
process
coordin taff.  The City Police and Fire 

hiefs, the lead facilities planner for Palo Verde Unified School District (PVUSD) and 

 

As used in the General Plan Guidelines and based on the language contained in the 
statutes and various legal interpretations by the courts, a general rule for con
d

the general plan if, considering 
olicies of the general plan and 

ning Area 

approximately 6,000 acres, and 
 in the easternmost portion of 
nerally located in the extreme 
rnia.  The majority of the land 
the City in the early- and mid-

1990s and includes both developed and undeveloped lands. 
 

 

boundary; 20th Avenue is the southern boundary; and, the existing/planned 
alignment of Olive Lake Boulevard is the western boundary.   

Development of the Colorado River Corridor Plan 

In
ry Committee (Committee).  The Committee, comprised of elected and appointed 
s and City staff, was tasked with developing a land use plan that reflects the City’s 
rm vision for this area

RCP is the culmination of a five-month comprehensive and iterative planning 
 that has included early and ongoing coordination with the Committee and 
ation with the City’s Planning and Public Works s

C
the Palo Verde Irrigation District (PVID) were consulted as part of the CRCP 
development.  Professional planning, environmental and engineering consultants have 
also supported the City in its development of this Plan. 
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The first step in the development of the Plan was to clarify the need for the Plan based on 
recognition that the plan area was destined to develop, with or without such a plan in 
place.   As described by the Committee, the primary issues compelling the need for a 
proactive and comprehensive plan were:  
 

• Rapid and accelerating development within the plan area; 
• Significant development pressures to build projects to the bank of the Colorado 

River potentially precluding public access; and,  
• Little uniformity in the quality or standards of existing and planned developments.  

 
The next step was to define the City’s vision for the planning area.  Several meetings 
were held with the Committee to develop and discuss individual ideas about the preferred 
land use types and development patterns in the CRCP.  The overall vision expressed for 
the CRCP included protection and enhancement of access to the Colorado River for 
current and future residents and “raising the bar” for development projects in the River 
Corridor by requiring higher quality development and better planned projects. 
 
Once the guiding vision was clear, the values and goals for the planning area were 
defined.  Based on the collaboration and input of the Committee, input provided by the 
Community at two public workshops and additional input provided by the City Council 
and Planning Commission, guiding values and goals considered most important to the 
Community were defined.  These values and goals are listed below:  

• Maintain a small town atmosphere.  
• The City should work with appropriate government agencies to improve 

navigation and recreational safety in and along the Colorado River.  
• Encourage development of resorts, hotels and other visitor-serving commercial 

uses.  
• Manage growth and development timing.  
• Ensure adequate police and fire services and facilities as the City grows. 
• Develop a multi-use River Parkway system that maximizes public and private 

access and supports pedestrian and cyclist use.  
• Establish buffers between agriculture and residential uses.  
• Promote open space protection and natural resource / habitat conservation.  
• Develop a “theme” for the Plan area. 
• Develop safe and secure residential communities.  
• Create designated commercial corridors along major roadways.  
• Promote bicycle and pedestrian orientation.  
• Develop a variety of neighborhood types.  
• Provide enhanced east-west and north-south circulation linkages to Downtown.  
• Protect, preserve and promote cultural resources.  
• Develop an outdoor entertainment venue.  
• Provide additional public access boat ramps to the River.     
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 Community at the two interactive workshops 
xhibit 4).  

 
The i
Colorad nformation was presented to the 
Pla n

ecember 2005, respectively.   

 other land 
se ordinances regulate the actual use and development standards applicable to properties 

The Land Use Plan establishes the relationship between land use policy and zoning 
reg t ined in this Plan and the land use boundaries 
dep e

La

The R  The General Plan includes a total of 
eigh e l density 
ran .
ran o
vaca t  
The o ended, respectively, to 
pro t open 
spa r
 
Use n e Land Use Plan.  
Wh   with the depicted use (such as an 
exis g or High Density Residential use), such 
use .  
Exi n use (such as agricultural uses in 
an a ome legal non-conforming uses upon 
rev n rent Williamson Act 
contracts.  When a William  

Next, the Committee developed a conceptual Land Use Plan for the planning area based 
on discussion and input provided by the
(E

 C ty used the input obtained from the community to develop and refine the Draft 
o River Corridor Plan values and goals.  The i

nni g Commission and City Council at special study sessions in November and 
D
 
Overall the Colorado River Corridor Land Use Plan (Exhibit 4) presents a balance of land 
uses that have been assembled to take advantage of the City’s location along the 
Colorado River, maintain the community character and attract new types of uses not 
currently present in the City.  The land use categories described below indicate general 
categories of permissible use within the plan area.  The zoning ordinance and
u
in the CRCP and throughout the City of Blythe.  Other plans and programs such as 
Specific Plans and Redevelopment Plans may establish more definitive use standards.  In 
the event that policies contained in this Plan conflict with General Plan policies (refer to 
General Plan 2025 Chapter 3, Land Use), the more restrictive CRCP policies shall apply. 
 

ula ions.  The land use designations conta
ict d on the land use map correspond to one or more zoning districts. 

nd Use Classifications 

 C CP establishes eight land use categories. 
te n.  The two residential categories allow for a range of housing types for al

ges   Five commercial designations are provided to accommodate and encourage a 
ge f income generating and service oriented businesses.  To allow for creative use of 

and underutilized properties, a Mixed Use design nation has also been established. 
 C mmunity Facilities and Open Space/Parks categories are int
tec  public lands for necessary public services and infrastructure and 
ce/ ecreational uses.    

s o  sites less than two acres in size are generally not depicted on th
ere existing uses on such sites are compatible
tin  single family home in an area designated f

s will continue to be recognized as conforming through the Zoning Ordinance
sti g uses that are not compatible with the designated 
are  designated for residential use) will bec
isio  of the Zoning Ordinance, unless the lands are under cur

son Act contract expires or is not renewed, the new
underlying designation will come into effect.  Parcels of land currently under active 
Williamson Act contracts are depicted in Exhibit 5. 
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The interpretation of consistency with the CRCP/General Plan on sites less than two 
acres in size will be done through the Zoning Ordinance update process.   The land use 
categories are meant to be broad enough to give the City flexibility in implementing City 
policy, but clear enough to provide sufficient direction in carrying out the General Plan. 
 
The CRCP Land Use and Zoning Classifications are:  
 
Low Density Residential:
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The interpretation of consistency with the CRCP/General Plan on sites less than two 
acres in size will be done through the Zoning Ordinance update process.   The land use 
categories are meant to be broad enough to give the City flexibility in implementing City 
policy, but clear enough to provide sufficient direction in carrying out the General Plan. 
 
The CRCP Land Use and Zoning Classifications are:  
 
Low Density Residential: This density 
allows two to seven residential units per 
acre and is intended to provide generally 
for the development of single-family 
housing, of mobile home subdivisions, and 
of planned residential developments 
incorporating a variety of housing types 
that conform to the density standards of this 
classification.  Full community level 
services (i.e. domestic water, sewer, fire 
protection, etc.) will be available to low 
density residential use, or any more
intensive residential classification.  
 
High/Medium Density Residential:

 
Single-Family Residential Unit 

 This density allows seven to twenty-nine units per 
acre.  It is intended to enable residential development of parcels and sites that cannot 
reasonably or economically be developed to other more appropriate uses because of 
location, configuration, relationship to adjacent uses, or other unique conditions.  The 
development of these sites as high/medium density residential use must not be disruptive 
of surrounding uses, and must be accommodated by available infrastructure and services.  
The High/Medium Density Residential designation may also provide an incentive for 
redevelopment of certain existing dilapidated buildings and parcels, and the infill of 
vacant parcels over time.  This category of use expands the overall housing opportunities 
in the community by allowing a higher net yield of units per acre of development with 
consequent higher economic returns.  It is intended to provide senior or multiple-family 
housing in a variety of forms, and to encourage the development of affordable housing in 
the community by providing for a higher net yield of units per acre. High/Medium 
Density Residential uses, and more intensive development, have generally been located 
on arterial and collector streets to ensure adequate transportation access for this level of 
development. 
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Medical/Office: This land use designation is intended to provide for the development of 
areas largely or exclusively dedicated to office and professional activities. Office 
development has been confined to arterial or collector streets, and the facility should 
provide adequate off-street parking and landscaping.  In some instances, both higher 
density residential and office uses can be compatibly accommodated, and therefore, 
limited residential development could be included within this designation. 
 
Mixed-Use Neighborhood Core: This designation accommodates businesses, 
institutions, and service organizations serving the daily needs of nearby residents.  
Allowable uses include retail shops, small-scale financial, business and personal services 
and small-scale restaurants; the maximum non-residential Floor Area Ratio is 1.0.  
Upper-story residential uses are permitted, subject to appropriate standards and a 
maximum limit of 22 units per gross acre.  Limitations on the size and location of 
parking, coupled with building orientation and design standards, will ensure that a 
pedestrian-oriented environment is created. 
 
Community Commercial: This designation is intended to provide sites for retail 
shopping areas, primarily in shopping centers, containing a wide variety of businesses, 
including:  retail stores, eating and drinking establishments, commercial recreation, 
service stations, automobile sales and repair services, financial, business and personal 
services, motels, educational and social services.  The maximum non-residential Floor 
Area Ratio is 0.3.  Upper-story residential uses are permitted, subject to development 
standards, up to a maximum of 22 units per gross acre with higher densities permitted in 
transit-served corridors.  Zoning districts will limit certain commercial areas to 
neighborhood stores or non-automotive establishments. 
 
Visitor Commercial: This designation is intended to provide sites for visitor-oriented 
commercial activities, including hotels and motels, convention and meeting facilities, 
recreational vehicle parks, campgrounds, service stations, retail shops, restaurants, and 
related services, subject to appropriate standards to create an attractive landscaped 
environment.  The maximum Floor Area Ratio is 1.0.  
 
Open Space / Park: This 
designation may include sensitive 
habitats, including: riparian 
woodlands, wetlands, riparian 
corridors, groundwater recharge 
areas, power transmission line 
corridors, viewshed management
areas, and areas subject to flooding – 
which are not areas for agriculture. 

reas with sensitive biotic habitats 
cluded in this classification may be 

ither Resource Conservation Areas 
CAs) or Resource Management 

reas (RMAs); see Section 6.4 of the  

 

 
A
in
e Colorado River Open Space/Park Area 
(R
A
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signation also 
cludes active or fallow agricultural lands and very low density rural residential areas, 

General Plan for more information.  Development in these areas is discouraged and 
would be subject to habitat protection standards.  For RMAs, Resource Management 
Plans would be required as a condition of development approval.  Residential 
development is generally permitted at a density not to exceed one housing unit per 40 
acres in areas designated as Open Space for Environmental Conservation/Safety; 
however, no development is allowed on sites designated as RCAs.  This de
in
not to exceed one housing unit per 20 or 40 acres, provided that one housing unit may be 
built on each existing parcel.  Agricultural uses are permitted however, to ensure 
compatibility with adjacent uses, agricultural processing is not allowed.  This 
classification also includes existing planned open space areas, parks, the Colorado River 
Parkway, and open space buffer/corridors as shown on Exhibit 5. 
 
Community Facilities: This designation includes sites for schools, police and fire 
stations, sewer lift stations, government offices, and other facilities that have a unique 

ublic character and typically require at least two acres of land.  Places of religious 

able 1 below:  
 

p
assembly are not shown and governmental facilities that are similar to private offices or 
industrial facilities or are on sites less than two acres in size are not shown as public.  The 
Land Use Map does not have to be amended for new community facilities on sites that 
are less than two acres located in residential or commercial areas.  The locations of the 
community facilities shown on the Land Use Map are conceptual based on an identified 
need.  The City will determine specific facility locations and required acreages during the 
development review process.   
 
Land use acreages by land use category are provided in T

TABLE 1      LAND USE ACREAGE BY LAND USE CATEGORY 
Land Use  
Category 

Acreage 
in Plan Area 

Percent of  
Total Acreage 

Low Density Residential  3,040* 56.9% 
Medium & High Density 300* 5.6% Residential 
Community Commercial 150* 2.8% 
Regional Commercial 180* 3.4% 
Mixed Use Neighborhood Core 220* 4.1% 
Visitor Commercial 200* 3.7% 
Medical/Office 80* 1.5% 
Community Facilities (schools, 
fire, police, other public facilities) 50* 1.0% 

Open Space/Park 650* 12.2% 
Recreational Vehicle 130* 2.4% 
Colorado River 500 Specific Plan 
Area 344* 6.4% 

TOTAL*  5,344 100% 
*   Approximate gross acreages not excluding existing or future roadways.   
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Table 2 below provides density and floor-area-ratio information as contained in General 
Plan 2025.   Exhibit 6 shows a graphic representation of floor-area-ratio.  Additional 
information on minimum lot area, lot width and depth is provided in the Blythe Zoning 
Ordinance, Division III Development and Performance Standards, Chapters 17.10 and 
17.12. 
 

TABLE 2      LAND USE DENSITY AND FLOOR AREA RATIO 

Land Use Type Dwelling Units 
per Acre 

Maximum Floor-
Area-Ratio 

Low Density 2.1-7.0 - 
High/Medium Density 7.1-29.0 - 
Community Commercial up to 22.0 0.3 
Mixed-Use 
Neighborhood Core up to 22.0 0.3 

Visitor Commercial - 1.0 
Office/Medical up to 22.0 0.5 

 

Guiding Principles and Concepts of the Colorado River Corridor 
Plan 

he following summarizes theT  guiding concepts and principles that have shaped the 

Create a Colorado River Corridor Plan that is consistent with the City’s General 
Plan 2025. 
 

Th s to enhance the Cit e by establishing
 the City’s General P 5 vision, themes and policies.  The 

xceed its requirements wherever possible.  

reas and viable natu en spaces that fulfill or exceed the 
e natural beaut lythe; preserve open space areas; 
nnect the River to the rest of the City; and, provide a 

ing public access to the Ri

reservation of open space and the Riverfront is a major 
e Plan.  The Pl ovides a balance of develo nd 

hile providing public recreational opportunities. 

 

 
 

development of the CRCP.  
 

is Plan seek y’s eastern edg  and promoting 
consistency with lan 202
Plan strives to e
 

Provide recreational a ral op
City’s goals to: preserve th
provide public trails that co

y of B

means for preserv v  er. 
 

The City’s vision for p
ponent of thdesign com an pr pment a

open space, w
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Exhibit 6 
Floor Area Ratio 

 
 

Provide the framework for an upscale community with a wide variety of new 
housing opportunities to enhance the population base, support existing and future 
commercial uses and increase the City’s tax base. 

d policies in the Plan are intended to provide a wide variety 
of densities and housing types to appeal to a wide range of socio-economic groups. 

the City, which will in turn produce the needed revenues to provide 
additional m
ex

 
Provid nd public access for 
existing and future City of Blythe residents.  

es of parkland per 1,000 people, the 
City has an existing surplus of public parkland for its current residents.  This Plan 

ortunities and are 
entral to the City’s character and image.  The provision of parklands, trails, river 
ccess and open space areas is a major component of the CRCP.  Developments 
djacent to the River will be required to dedicate a minimum of 10% of Riverfront 
nd to accommodate public access and provide connectivity of the Colorado 
iver Parkway.   

 

 
The residential uses an

These future residents will create a demand for local and regional retail centers 
within 

unicipal services to future residents and enhance municipal services to 
isting residents of the City. 

e ample recreational opportunities, parkland, trails, a

 
Currently, the City owns and maintains a total of 74-acres of parks for its 13,600 
local residents (not including correctional facilities population).  Therefore, based 
on the General Plan requirements of 3.5 acr

provides for the development of the Colorado River Parkway and approximately 
650 acres of additional recreational and park uses and open space.  The Colorado 
River and parks and open spaces provide recreational opp
c
a
a
la
R
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Provide major infrastructure needed to nning area in a timely manner 
without creating a financial burden  residents and the City 
budget. 
 

The CRCP includes provision for needed infrastructure for the planning area such 
as full development of Olive Lake Boulevard and all west-to-east roadways 
within the CRCP area as shown on Exhibit 7.  Additional information on 
circulation standards is found in Chapter 4 of General Plan 2025.  As described in 
the Water and Waste Water Master Plans, the City has planned water and 
wastewater pipelines.  These pipelines and ancillary facilities will be built by the 
developments that trigger the need and dictate construction timing.  A need for 
additional school sites and police and fire stations has been identified; the 
community facilities locations shown on Exhibit 4 are conceptual.  The location 
and timing of these community facilities will be determined by the City in 
consultation with appropriate police, fire and schools district facilities planners.  
These major improvements will be financed through collection of development 
impact fees and without placing financial burden on the existing Blythe residents 
or City budget.  These improvements will be provided in a timely manner to 
ensure the orderly development of the planning area and to maintain quality of

provements will be made 

Valu

The C
grow
nd s will guide physical growth and development through 

, are: 

• 
• 

• 

• 

 serve the pla
 on the existing Blythe

 
life standards residents currently enjoy. The City anticipates completing an update 
of the development impact fee study every three to five years.  If improvements 
are needed for a development project and are not included in the cost assumptions 
that form the basis of the current fee structure, those im
as separate project specific Conditions of Approval. 

es and Goals of the Colorado River Corridor Plan 

RCP is a policy document which outlines the broad vision and goals to direct future 
th and development within the planning area.  The values, goals, policies, actions 
tandards contained in the Plan a

2025.  In the CRCP a “value” or “goal” is defined as a general expression of community 
values which sets a direction or ideal future end condition.  The CRCP values and goals, 
as established and prioritized by the Community

Maintain a small town atmosphere.  
The City should work with 
appropriate government agencies to 
improve navigation and recreational 
safety in and along the Colorado 
River.  
Encourage development of resorts, 
hotels and other visitor-serving 
commercial uses.  
Manage growth and development 
timing.  

Conceptual street cross-section with landscaping and 
pedestrian walkway 
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• Ensure adequate police and fire services and facilities as the City grows. 
• Develop a multi-use River Parkway system that maximizes public and private 

access and supports pedestrian and cyclist use.  
• Establish buffers between agriculture and residential uses.  
• Promote open space protection and natural resource / habitat conservation.  
• Develop a “theme” for the Plan area. 
• Develop safe and secure residential communities.  
• Create designated commercial corridors along major roadways.  
• Promote bicycle and pedestrian orientation.  
• Develop a variety of neighborhood 

types.  
• Provide enhanced east-west and north-

south circulation linkages to 
Downtown.  

• Protect, preserve and promote cultural 
resources.  

• Consider development of an outdoor 
entertainment venue.  

• Provide additional public access boat 
ramps to the River. 

GUIDING POLICIES, IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS, 
STRATEGIES AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS  
The values and goals defined by the Community have provided the foundation for the 
development of the policies and action strategies that will guide land development in the 
Plan area.  The following policies, actions, strategies and development standards are 
designed to reinforce the major themes of the CRCP and promote the application and 
implementation of the primary values and goals as defined by the Community. 
 
Implementation Actions and Strategies are to be realized, or considered for 
implementation, by the City.  Development Standards are directives which carry out 
CRCP values and goals and guide physical aspects of individual land development 
projects within the CRCP. 
 
The Plan emphasizes the City as a recreational and commercial area while maintaining its 
historic rural and agricultural characteristics.  Its focus is to create a sense-of-place based 
on the Colorado River, promote economic development and further the use of the area for 
living, recreation, shopping, working and visitor-serving development. 
 

he policies, actions, strategies and development standards are organized and grouped 
into the following five general categories:  Land Use Distribution; Community Form and 

esign; Land Use Compatibility; Economic Development; and, Community Facilities 
and Infrastructure. 

TT

DD
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• Ensure adequate police and fire services and facilities as the City grows. 
• Develop a multi-use River Parkway system that maximizes public and private 

access and supports pedestrian and cyclist use.  
• Establish buffers between agriculture and residential uses.  
• Promote open space protection and natural resource / habitat conservation.  
• Develop a “theme” for the Plan area. 
• Develop safe and secure residential communities.  
• Create designated commercial corridors along major roadways.  
• Promote bicycle and pedestrian orientation.  
• Develop a variety of neighborhood 

types.  
• Provide enhanced east-west and north-

south circulation linkages to 
Downtown.  

• Protect, preserve and promote cultural 
resources.  

• Consider development of an outdoor 
entertainment venue.  

• Provide additional public access boat 
ramps to the River. 

GUIDING POLICIES, IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS, 
STRATEGIES AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS  
The values and goals defined by the Community have provided the foundation for the 
development of the policies and action strategies that will guide land development in the 
Plan area.  The following policies, actions, strategies and development standards are 
designed to reinforce the major themes of the CRCP and promote the application and 
implementation of the primary values and goals as defined by the Community. 
 
Implementation Actions and Strategies are to be realized, or considered for 
implementation, by the City.  Development Standards are directives which carry out 
CRCP values and goals and guide physical aspects of individual land development 
projects within the CRCP. 
 
The Plan emphasizes the City as a recreational and commercial area while maintaining its 
historic rural and agricultural characteristics.  Its focus is to create a sense-of-place based 
on the Colorado River, promote economic development and further the use of the area for 
living, recreation, shopping, working and visitor-serving development. 
 

he policies, actions, strategies and development standards are organized and grouped 
into the following five general categories:  Land Use Distribution; Community Form and 

esign; Land Use Compatibility; Economic Development; and, Community Facilities 
and Infrastructure. 

Boat Launch Ramp 
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LA D

Value

ss for 
dents, to and along the River. 

• e bicycle and walking paths into 

• ess points, 
oat launches along the 

• ational vehicle communities 

• ween agriculture 

• ce protection and 
natural resource and habitat conservation. 

ty of new 

nd area to accommodate housing units that meet the diverse 

lumns and other specific design details.  

N  USE DISTRIBUTION 

s and Goals 

• Provide ample recreational opportunities, parkland, trails and public acce
existing and future City of Blythe resi

• Develop a multi-use River Parkway 
system that maximizes public and 

River-Front Marina Area with Boat Docks 

private access and supports pedestrian 
and cyclist use. 
Integrat
each development. 
Develop specific public acc
parks and b
River.  
Allow recre
along the River. 
Establish buffers bet
and residential uses. 
Promote open spa

• Develop safe and secure residential communities.  
• Provide for a variety of residential land use classifications. 
• Provide a framework for an upscale community with a wide varie

housing opportunities.  
• Create designated commercial corridors along major roadways. 
• Encourage neighborhood-serving commercial uses. 
• Create designated commercial uses along major roadways, including Interstate 10, 

Olive Lake Boulevard, Hobsonway and Chanslorway. 

Guiding Policies 

Residential. 
• Provide sufficient la

economic and social needs of the residents, including workforce and senior 
housing. 

• Locate high-density housing, including mixed use developments, within walking 
distance of parks, medical offices, and neighborhood commercial areas.  

 
Regional and Neighborhood Commercial.   

• All commercial buildings or centers either collectively or individually with more 
than 50,000 square feet should be refined with additional design and architectural 
elements and be balanced by grouping design components, such as openings, 
windows, co
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ss the street in a manner which supports and 
and pedestrians.   

should allow for individual expression of separate shops, 
gns within the same building, window 

Visitor
• g the Riverfront, along the I-10 corridor 

-traffic areas of the City to optimize patronage. Building and site 
ectural features, building elements and 

ildings should be inviting to encourage patronage and visual 

Agriculture and Open Space. 
ildland interfaces shall be landscaped 

on of exotic, invasive 
 

• nds and established preserve areas are 
 space.  
nservation or appropriate government 

 and restoration of the buffer 

Col a

• reasonably accommodated 
 to the River due to the presence of existing development or other 
Colorado River Parkway will be designated along roadways 

 existing bike lanes or 

signage and trash receptacles.   

• These building types should addre
encourages an interaction of building tenants 

• Building design 
including variation in storefront desi
displays and signage while assuring a degree of conformity in keeping with the 
buildings’ overall design theme.   

 
 Serving Commercial and Resort Uses.  
These land use types shall be located alon
and in other high
design should include prominent archit
materials. These bu
interest. 

 

• Land compatibility buffers and urban w
using only native plant materials to avoid the introducti
vegetation into the adjacent natural areas.  

 All State-owned sensitive habitat, wetla
recognized by this Plan as permanent open

• As needed, the City will work with a co
entity for the long-term ownership, maintenance
areas.   

• Maintain riverfront wetlands and habitat for sensitive biological resources as open 
space for resource conservation and resource management.   

 
or do River Parkway and Parks. 
• A public linear trail, park and recreational area shall be established along the 

Colorado River.  This system shall be known as the Colorado River Parkway.   
Where the Colorado River Parkway trail cannot be 
directly adjacent
constraints, the 
and/or
sidewalks to allow 
development of a continuous 
recreational trail. 

• The Colorado River Parkway 
should provide multi-use 
recreational opportunities for 
pedestrians and bicycles.  
Within the 30-foot Parkway, 
allowable facilities include 
public restroom facilities, 
trellis/community colonnades, 
benches, and interpretive Neighborhood  Park 
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 design to ensure 
• Where the Parkway is adjacent to Commercial/Tourist uses, it shall facilitate 

access to the adjacent commercial uses through careful site
pedestrian connectivity.  

• 

arks shall be provided in the first phase of the 
project. 

of two acres and should be improved 

• 
 locations, vista points, level surfaces, community buildings and paved 

level paths. 
ould 

 at key points of 

intersections provide a good opportunity to utilize entry monumentation to 
olorado River Corridor area.  

• oped according to the Colorado River Parkway 
g Ordinance to ensure continuity in design and 

s describe surface treatment, fencing standards, 
and improvements to be placed within the 

assume responsibility for construction of the 
in their Riverfront development.  The 

dicated to the City, in perpetuity, for the long-
eloper will be required to provide the City 

to ensure ongoing Parkway maintenance costs.  
• uld be designed and oriented to relate to the 

d vistas to ensure that visual access is not 

 Pocket Parks, Neighborhood Parks, Community Parks and a Regional Park should 
be provided for by land developments greater than 50 acres in size.  If 
development is done phases, the p

• Neighborhood parks shall be a minimum 
with equipment and amenities appropriate for the project and surrounding 
neighborhood.  Such amenities may include tot lots, basketball courts and picnic 
benches for parks in family residential areas. 
Parks serving predominately senior communities should be improved with 
gathering

• Gateway elements sh
be provided in approximate 
locations identified on the 
land use plan as “future 
river trail access points”.   
These elements should 
create a sense of arrival and 
function as landmark 
elements
entry from major traffic 
arteries.  Roadway 

Entry Monument 

announce the presence to the C
• Public access to the Colorado River shall be maintained in perpetuity for 

recreational and open space purposes.  
• Public access points to the River must be provided within each new development 

at one-mile intervals or as practical.  At least one public access point shall be 
provided every two miles. 
This river frontage shall be devel
standards contained in the Zonin
amenity standards.  These standard
signage, and recreation amenities 
Parkway.  

• Individual land developers will 
Colorado River Parkway trail segment with
Parkway will be required to be de
term benefit of the public.  The dev
with adequate financial resources 
Developments along the River sho
River with public access points an
obstructed or impeded.   
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Imple

 
into the Blythe City Limits and/or City of Blythe Sphere-

 

 

e of California Tourism Board to begin the process 
lated support to establish a “California Welcome 
he City of Blythe. 

 opments greater than 10-acres in size or more than 
 and submit a Specific Plan as part of their 

 t is being requested, the project developer shall 
-term maintenance and restoration of land use 
til such time as this land area is purchased by a 

cial assurances are provided.  This requirement 

Im e

 

 

mentation Actions 

The City shall apply CRCP policies and development standards to lands that may 
be annexed in the future 
of-Influence (SOI). 

The City shall host a public roundtable discussion with the U.S. Bureau of 
Reclamation and invite other federal and State agencies with management 
responsibility or jurisdiction over the Colorado River to establish a dialogue that 
will lead to one or more projects to improve recreation and navigational safety in 
and along the River in the vicinity of Blythe. 

The City shall initiate discussions with the Chamber of Commerce and 
resort/hotel developers, including national and international hotel chains, to 
investigate the feasibility of developing a four-star destination resort along the 
Blythe Riverfront. 

 The City shall contact the Stat
of obtaining funding and re
Center” near Interstate 10 in t

The City shall require all devel
100 dwelling units to prepare
development application. 

When a Development Agreemen
be responsible for the long
compatibility buffer areas un
conservation entity or other finan
is in addition to Colorado River Parkway land dedication requirements. 

pl mentation Strategies 

 The City should develop an “Art in Public Places” program to assist in planning 
and designing publicly-visible areas to include the use of public art, agricultural 
theme elements, public space considerations and/or natural elements to promote 
aesthetic appeal and community use.   

 The City should encourage the development of high quality upper-income 
subdivisions, incorporating consistent fencing and signage, pedestrian trails, 
interconnecting greenbelts, and community amenities such as 
clubhouses/community buildings, swimming pools, tennis courts and health clubs. 

 The City should encourage small lot subdivisions (courtyard developments) as a 
transition between multi-family and mixed-use developments, and traditional low-
density Single Family and Rural Residential subdivisions.  
The City should utilize information from the Park Master Plan study to provide a 
basis for recreational amenities requested for projects where a Development 
Agreement is being secured.  

 The City should develop a Riverfront outdoor entertainment venue for use by the 
community and general public. 
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e Specific Plan shall identify: maximum number of dwelling 

• 

• 

• 

•

COM

• 

• 

f Specific Plans and Development Agreements for 

• rientation.  

• Specific Plans shall be prepared and associated planning areas shall be assigned 
for each development that includes more than 100 dwelling units or is greater than 
10-acres in size.  Th
units, commercial square footage, public facility needs, schools, community 
buildings, parks, and other facilities and uses deemed important by the 
community.  Needs shall be based upon studies prepared by the applicant and/or 
required by the City. 
The minimum lot size for small-lot single-family development shall be 6,000 
square-feet.  

• The maximum height of any single-family dwelling shall not exceed 18 feet in 
height. 
The maximum height of any commercial building shall not exceed 34 feet in 
height. 

• The maximum height of any resort building shall not exceed 50 feet in height.  . 
Where residential land uses are adjacent to agricultural uses or sensitive habitat, a 
150-foot buffer shall be provided.   

• Consistent with Park, Recreation and Open Space Guidelines, the minimum width 
of the Colorado River Parkway shall be 30 feet as measured from the high water 
mark.   

 Any land development project adjacent to the River shall improve a minimum of 
10% of the river frontage to the Colorado River Parkway standards.  The 
applicant shall offer the land for dedication to the City of Blythe for purposes of 
maintaining public access in perpetuity. 

MUNITY FORM AND DESIGN 

Values and Goals 

• Maintain a small town atmosphere. 
Encourage development of residential 
neighborhoods that provide a sense of 
community (i.e.: front porches, public meeting 
areas, pocket parks, trail and parkway 
connectivity, sidewalks, pathways to 
commercial uses and separated pedestrian and 
bike pathways).  
Provide a variety of residential neighborhoods 
with varying neighborhood densities. 

• Promote residential community identity 
through development standards and design 
themes and the application o

Artist’s rendering of a trail connection  

subdivisions. 
Promote bicycle and pedestrian o
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d ensure that development of the Colorado River 
Parkway is consistent with the policies contained within the Open Space and 

Guidi

• 

• od designs whose 

  Such design elements 

rches, recessed garages (Porte 

that do not face the street.  

• Architectural design elements 

• All commercial buildings shall 
be designed to minimize flat 
building elevations and 
monotony; vary building 
elevations by using varied 
building materials and colors.  

  
 clear proportional hierarchy 

 
 
 
 

 
 

• Preserve scenic views an

Conservation Element of General Plan 2025.  

ng Policies 

Encourage residential development projects to provide a variety of housing 
product types. 
Encourage neighborho
appearance is not dominated by the 
automobile. 
could include alley-loaded residences, 
front po
cocheres), narrowed streets, and turn-in 
garages 

• Sidewalks shall be provided on both 
sides of the street in all residential 
communities.  

• Curvilinear sidewalks should be 
encouraged to promote visual appeal.  

Residential Unit with a Porte Cochere, and 
Accessory Dwelling Unit 

from established residential 
neighborhoods in Blythe and 
other cities should be 
encouraged in new subdivisions.     

Residential Unit with Dormer Windows 

• Buildings shall have articulation on all [four] sides.
• Each building façade design should establish a

between its various parts.   

 
 
 
 

 
 

Conceptual neighborhood entry-way cross section with signage 
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munity spaces for the enjoyment 
of all residents.  The design of the 
streets, roads and open spaces of the 
community provides the framework 

• Establish design standards for various 
areas to include neotraditional design 
and site planning.  Such standards 
may include covered front porches 
ve rail.  Traditional elements, such as 
ative chimneys and dormer windows 

• 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Im e

 The City shall amend the Zoning Ordinance and establish development standards 
that will create a visual connection to the central business district, including at a 
minimum landscape treatment, monument signage and City-themed pole banners.  

 The City shall establish the primary focus of tourist-related land uses to be located 
north of Interstate 10 and along the Riverfront.  

 The City should develop an “Art in Public Places” program to assist in planning 
and designing publicly-visible areas to include the use of public art, agricultural 
theme elements, public space considerations and/or natural elements to promote 
aesthetic appeal and community use. 

 The City shall establish an Architectural Design Review Board to review 
development applications within the Corridor Plan Area.   

 
• Provide high quality streetscapes and 

com

for the community.   

Residential Streetscape 

that are partially enclosed with a decorati
columns, exposed eaves, trellises, decor
should be incorporated into the design. 
Allow gated communities. 

 

Residential Unit with Recessed Garage and Front 
Porch 

Residential Unit with Column 
Design Element 

pl mentation Actions  
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Implementation Strategies 

 The City should consider promoting th
“roundabouts” at intersections in lieu of fou

 The City should 
encourage 
commercial, 
residential and 
recreational uses 
in areas planned 
for mixed-use 

 

development of 
residential neighborhoods that provide front porches, public meeting areas, pocket 
parks, trail and parkway connectivity, sidewalks, pathways to commercial uses, 
and separated pedestrian and bike pathways.  

 The City should assure that development in the CRCP occurs in a manner that 
protects the Riverfront’s natural and topographic character and identity, 
environmentally sensitive resources, aesthetic qualities and the pubic health, 
safety and welfare.  

 The City should require that Mixed Use Neighborhood Core commercial 
developments be designed to reflect, and be compatible with, the surrounding 
residential neighborhood character.  

 The City should require that all commercial development provide buffers with 
adjacent residential uses or residentially zoned property, including:  decorative 
walls, landscaped setbacks, restricted vehicular access, proper siting and 
screening of trash and service areas and control of lighting. 

evelopment Standards 

s of 3-100 lots shall provide a minimum of 3 building 

• 

front of the building. 

ional articulation and 

e development of traffic circles or 
r-way stops or signals. 

Neighborhood Roundabout 

development 
projects.  
The City should 
encourage 

D

• Developers of subdivision
types. 
Developers of subdivisions of 101-199 lots shall provide a minimum of 5 building 
types. 

• Developers of subdivisions of 200+ lots shall provide a minimum of 6 building 
types.  

• For single-family residences, no more than two, two-car garages may be 
combined in each building.  A third garage may be provided if it is placed in 
tandem with one of the two required spaces, or if it is accessed by a one-car 
garage or placed perpendicular to the 

• All commercial buildings or centers, either collectively or individually with more 
than 50,000 square feet, should be refined with addit
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components such as openings, windows, columns 

aterials, colors 

• s shall have articulation on all [four] sides.   
• g façade design should establish a clear proportional hierarchy 

arts.   
• ing types should address the street in a manner which supports 

 interaction of building tenants and pedestrians.   
• arkways should be encouraged between street and sidewalk 

tial subdivisions.  Each area must be a minimum of five feet in 
aped in accordance with the established landscape theme for the 

•  parkways may be allowed between street and sidewalk in 

LAND

Va

• 

• 
• 
• Protect agricultural uses west, south and north of the CRCP area. 

ral resources. 
 Encourage the development of a range of commercial opportunities. 

Guiding Policies 

• rage regional commercial development that detracts from the downtown. 

h as restaurants, recreational-oriented shops and facilities in appropriate 

• 

balanced by grouping design 
and specific details.  

• All commercial buildings shall be designed to minimize flat building elevations 
and monotony; vary building elevations by using varied building m
and recession.  
All building
Each buildin
between its various p
Commercial build
and encourages an
Planting strips and p
in all gated residen
width, and landsc
neighborhood. 
Planting strips and
ungated residential subdivisions provided long-term maintenance responsibility of 
the planting strips/parkways is assumed by the homeowners association.  Each 
area must be a minimum of five feet in width, and landscaped in accordance with 
the established landscape theme for the neighborhood. 

 USE COMPATIBILITY 

lues and Goals 

Preserve the natural beauty, minimize degradation of the Blythe area, and provide 
protection for important natural resources. 

• Establish buffers between agriculture and residential uses. 
Promote open space protection and natural resource and habitat conservation. 
Allow existing agricultural operations in the CRCP. 

• Protect, preserve and promote cultu
•

Discou
• Encourage development of resorts, hotels and other visitor-serving commercial 

uses suc
locations. 
The “Open Space Corridor” lines identified on the Land Use Plan correspond to 
Palo Verde Irrigation District (PVID) canals and drains shall function as open 
space buffers from adjacent land uses and developments.   
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Imple

 equire all developments greater than 10-acres in size or more than 
ic Plan as part of the 

  Parks Master 

on for 
enters for development projects requesting 

eements or developments greater than 100-acres.  
uire developers of projects greater than 100-acres in size and 

 the 

iew Committee 
.060 through 17.64.065 of the 

trategies 

e 

 
idelines for commercial developments projects. 

Deve

• The maximum building height for the Resort land use category shall be 50 feet 
above the surrounding grade. 

mentation Actions 

 The City shall encourage pedestrian/recreation pathways to facilitate access from 
adjacent neighborhoods.  
The City shall r
100 dwelling units to prepare and submit a Specif
development application. 
The City shall develop a
Plan. This Plan should consider the 
demographics of existing residents and the 
planned demographics of future residents 
including an analysis of future recreational 
needs. This plan should also include an 
analysis of the viability of shared 
recreational uses between school district 
facilities and PVID canal/drain corridors. 
Information from this study shall provide a 
basis for recreational amenities requested 
for projects where a Development 
Agreement is being secured  

Neighborhood Park  The City should require land dedicati
community centers and/or senior c
Development Agr

 The City shall req
with a greater than 5 minute public safety response time to dedicate the required 
land area needed to house safety personnel. Development Agreements shall be 
secured when land dedication is required.  
The City should work with the Palo Verde Unified Schoo l District (PVUSD) to 
assist in developing a School Master Plan based upon maximum build-out of
CRCP and entire City.   

 The City shall establish a Colorado River Corridor Design Rev
consistent with the provisions of Chapter 17.64
Blythe Zoning Ordinance. 

Implementation S

 The City should adopt a Right-to-Farm ordinance for agriculturally productiv
properties under active Williamson Act contracts within the planning area.  
The City should encourage developers to incorporate elements of the Downtown 
Design Gu

lopment Standards 
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uld be provided between proposed new development 
and existing agricultural areas, including agricultural property adjacent to but 

 may be credited to the proposed development as open 

• 
onal uses, and retention/detention facilities. 

with Chapter 17.22 of the Blythe 

ECO

Value

• d other visitor-serving commercial 

• l uses.  
• 
• hat detracts from the downtown. 

Gu

• 

• 

• 
• Promote festivals on a year-round basis to attract visitors to the City. 

of tourist-related land uses to be located north of 

• Utilize and incorporate Downtown Design Guidelines for Riverfront commercial 

• An agricultural buffer sho

outside of the CRCP area.  Such buffer must be at least 150 feet wide, including 
roadways and canals, and
space.   
Permitted uses within an agricultural buffer include landscaping, open space, 
passive and active recreati

• Landscaping shall be provided consistent 
Zoning Ordinance. 

NOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

s and Goals 

Encourage development of resorts, hotels an
uses.  
Encourage neighborhood-serving commercia
Develop a “theme” for the Plan area.  
Discourage regional commercial development t

iding Policies 

• Implement a development impact fee program for all aspects of public services 
and community needs. 
Encourage businesses to locate or expand in the City: such as eco-tourism, resort, 
higher end resorts and recreating uses. These land use types shall be located along 
the Riverfront, along the I-10 corridor and in other high-traffic areas of the City to 
optimize patronage.  
Building and site design should include prominent architectural features, building 
elements and materials. These buildings should be inviting to encourage 
patronage and visual interest. 
Support agricultural businesses in and adjacent to the City. 

• Establish the primary focus 
Interstate 10 and along the Riverfront. 

• Promote the development of a Riverfront outdoor entertainment venue for 
community and public use. 

• Promote the development of large event venues and pedestrian trails along the 
Riverfront.  

developments. 
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Im e

 

te the feasibility of developing a four-star destination resort along the 

 the process 

te 10 in the City of Blythe. 
 The City shall promote the development of a Riverfront outdoor entertainment 

River Corridor Design Review Committee 
e provisions of Chapter 17.64.060 through 17.64.065 of the 
inance. 

Implementation Strategies 

establish maintenance and 
g 

 consider endorsing the use of Mello Roos-type financing for 
jects. 

 

Development Standards 

• 
r 

al expression of

refront designs 
within the same building, 
window displays and signage while assuring a degree of conformity in keeping 
with the buildings overall design theme.   

Artist’s rendering of neighborhood signage 

pl mentation Actions 

The City shall initiate discussions with the Chamber of Commerce and 
resort/hotel developers including national and international hotel chains to 
investiga
Blythe Riverfront. 
The City shall contact the State of California Tourism Board to begin 
of obtaining funding and related support to establish a “California Welcome 
Center” near Intersta

venue for community and public use. 
 The City shall establish a Colorado 

consistent with th
Blythe Zoning Ord

 The City should work with land developers to 
assessment districts to assist in financing construction, maintenance and ongoin
operation costs. 

 The City should
development pro

 The City should develop a program for undergrounding existing above ground 
utilities in the Plan area.  
The City should seek Development Agreements with developers to secure land 
dedications, impact fees to remedy existing deficient infrastructure and public 
financing needs. 

A comprehensive Sign 
Program shall be prepared fo
all projects containing 
commercial land uses. The 
Sign Program shall be 
consistent with the provisions 
of the Blythe Zoning 
Ordinance Chapter 17.26. 

• Building design should allow 
for individu  
separate shops, including 
variation in sto
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ES AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

Va

• 
financial burden on 

•

• 

e through 
ace. 

• 

• uture land uses have an adequate water supply system 

• portation system that ensures the safe and efficient 

• 

Guiding Policies 

lation; make efficient use of existing 
ent of land uses, improved alternate modes, 

tes for pedestrians and bicyclists, strive to reduce 

• or paying for future street improvements. 
• ns between and within neighborhoods for 

 appropriate, automobiles.  
• rt the projected population growth of the 

5 horizon year. 
subdivisions and development projects, require 
ed utility services for that development.  

• ition of approval for subdivision map projects 
f parks and recreational facilities continues to be 
the residents.  

• 

development projects. 

COMMUNITY FACILITI

lues and Goals 

Provide major infrastructure needed to serve the planning area in a timely manner 
without placing a 
existing Blythe residents or the City 
budget. 
The City should work with appropriate  
government agencies to dredge sections 
of the Colorado River to improve 
navigation and recreational safety. 
Manage growth and development 
timing. 

• Provide for quality of lif
ensuring infrastructure is in pl

• Ensure adequate police and fire services 
and facilities as the City grows. 
Plan for the location of convenient and adequate public services, such as libraries, 

Conceptual street-cross section with landscaping 
and pedestrian walkway 

schools, and fire stations to serve the existing and future residents of Blythe. 
Ensure existing and f
capable of meeting normal and emergency demands.  
Provide a balanced trans
movement of people and goods throughout the City. 
Provide enhanced east-west and north-south circulation linkages to Downtown. 

• Promote safe and efficient vehicle circu
facilities, and through the arrangem
and provision of more direct rou
the total vehicle-miles traveled. 
Provide fair and equitable means f
Provide for increased connectio
bicycles, pedestrians, and, where
Size new infrastructure to suppo
community through the 202

• As a condition of approval for 
applicants to pay the costs of need
Assess Quimby Act fees as a cond
to ensure an adequate standard o
available for existing and new Bly
Establish community facilities districts, maintenance assessment districts or other 
similar measures to recover the cost of services required by new land 
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uirement 

poration of best available technology and recommendations 
to the project design, prior to project 

ity service impact fees or dedicate land 
acilities. 

•  to assist the City in assessing land 
act fees. 

Implementation Actions 

 tional trail along the Colorado River.  
River Parkway”.   

 ished for new development to pay for 
and infrastructure needed to serve such 

llowing:  fire, police, roads, sewers, 

 

e 
nsion area to the north. 
quire all developments on the Colorado River to provide public 

 
al 

 should consider the 

recreational needs. The plan should 

 study 

 mmunity centers and/or senior 

• Require geotechnical and flooding studies as a mandatory submittal req
for all new development projects within the CRCP area.   

• Require the incor
from geotechnical and hydrology studies in
approval, to ensure structural stability for foundations and to minimize potential 
flooding impacts to new development.   

• Development should contribute to commun
needed to accommodate necessary public f
School generation numbers shall be used
dedication requirements and/or imp

The City shall maintain a multi-use recrea
This trail shall be known as the “Colorado 
Development Impact Fees shall be establ
improvements to public facilities, utilities 
projects, including but not limited to the fo
flood control, recreation, schools, and water.  
The City shall require undergrounding of all new public utilities.  

 The City shall promote the development of a Riverfront outdoor entertainment 
venue for community and public use. 

 The City shall coordinate with local transit providers to ensure adequate public 
transportation is available to serve the CRCP area and connect it to the existing 
transportation network. 

 The City shall initiate development of a master plan for Quechan Park to includ
the 18-acre expa

 The City shall re
boat ramp access if any River access facilities are proposed.  

 The City should secure increased parkland above the minimum acreage required 
by the City within projects requesting a Development Agreement. 
The City shall develop a Quimby Act ordinance based upon National Park and 
Recreation development standards to facilitate the development of addition
parks to meet the needs of a growing population and prevent deterioration of 
existing parks.  
The City shall develop a Parks Master Plan. This Plan 
demographics of existing residents and the planned demographics of future 
residents including an analysis of future 
include an analysis of the viability of shared recreational uses between the school 
district facilities and PVID canal/drain corridors. Information from this
shall provide a basis for recreational amenities requested for projects where a 
Development Agreement is being secured  
The City shall require land dedication for co
centers for development projects requesting Development Agreements or 
developments greater than 100-acres.  
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 area needed to house 

 
aximum build out of the 

Im e

 
e amenities, to count towards park and open space 
 development projects. 

n, treatment and 

ollection, operation of waste reduction and 

 

Deve

• 

 The City shall require land areas over 100 acres and with a greater than 5 minute 
public safety response time to dedicate the required land
safety personnel.  Development Agreements shall be secured when land 
dedication is required.  
The City shall work with the Palo Verde Unified School District (PVUSD) to 
assist in developing a School Master Plan based upon m
CRCP and entire City.  

pl mentation Strategies 

The City should consider allowing retention and/or detention areas, when 
improved with appropriat
requirements for individual

 A growth management ordinance should be established to limit the number of 
building permits issued annually to ensure that adequate infrastructure is in place 
to support new development projects. 

 The City should consider conducting interactive park facilities planning 
workshop(s) to assist with the design for the Quechan Park expansion and 
development project. 

 The City should maintain a safe and efficient wastewater collectio
disposal system which maximizes treatment and water recharge.   

 The City should ensure solid waste c
recycling programs, and household hazardous waste disposal programs and 
education are consistent with the County Solid Waste Management Plan. 
The City should ensure that adequate flood control facilities are provided prior to 
or concurrent with development, in order to protect the lives and property of 
Blythe residents. 

 The City should ensure the provision of adequate supplies of natural gas and 
electricity from public utility purveyors and the availability of communications 
services to residents of Blythe.  

 The City should ensure that adequate school facilities and services are provided 
by the PVUSD in a timely manner, as needed. 

lopment Standards 

• Minimum development standards for the Colorado River Parkway where it fronts 
the Colorado River are as follows: 

- 30’ minimum width of Colorado River Parkway; 
- 12’minimum trail width with 30’ access easement; 
- Benches and trash receptacles must be provided; 
- Landscaping must be provided; and, 
- Interpretive signage including a map showing the location of the Colorado 

River Parkway must be provided. 
All segments of the Colorado River Parkway where it fronts the Colorado River 
shall be developed in accordance with the guidance and recommendations of the 
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• 
elow.  These standards are established to ensure the 

 

Colorado River Parkway Design Review Committee to ensure consistency of the 
Parkway and promote uniformity in design and amenities. 
Minimum building pad (finished grade) elevations for developments in the CRCP 
are provided in Table 3 b
protection of public health and safety by preventing new structures from being 
located within the 100-year flood hazard zone. 

TABLE 3      MINIMUM  BUILDING PAD ELEVATIONS 
CRCP Area Elevation 

From Second Avenue to Hidden Beaches + 275.0‘ mean sea level 
From Hidden Beaches to the Colorado River 500 + 271.5’ mean sea level 
From the Colorado River 500 to Quechan Park + 267.5’ mean sea level 
From Quechan Park to 16  Avenue on Riviera Drive  + 265.5’ mean sea level th

Fr m 16o
Go

th Avenue on Riviera Drive to the north end of 
ose Flats 

+ 264.5’ mean sea level 

 
• Prior to initiating a Development Agreement, a public safety needs assessment 

and response time analysis shall be prepared by the developer/applicant based 
upon maximum build-out within the City.  

EN I
COR
As 
with im
the General Plan 2025 environmental review process.   
 
The C
#2005121090) in December 2005 and will commence public and agency scoping in 
Jan
 
Program EIR - A program EIR may be prepared for a series of related actions that are 

t or program (CEQA Guidelines §15168). Activities 
relating to and following the specific plan must be examined in light of the program EIR 
to d e  
which have been adequately analyzed under the program EIR will not require additional 
environme ditional effects, or new 
mitigation e tal EIR, or negative 
declaration u 163).   These subsequent 
documents EIR at the discretion of the City of 
Blythe acti a
 
Tie g e 
prior E  
state that the lead agency is using the tiering concept and that the EIR is being tiered with 
the earlier EIR (CEQA Guidelines §15152(e)). 

V RONMENTAL REVIEW OF THE COLORADO RIVER 
RIDOR PLAN  

part of the Draft General Plan 2025, the potential environmental effects associated 
plementation of the CRCP will be evaluated at the programmatic level as part of 

ity issued a Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the General Plan EIR (SCH 

uary 2006.  The City will prepare a Program EIR for General Plan 2025 in 2006.    

characterized as one large projec

et rmine if additional limited environmental analysis is warranted. Later activities

ntal documentation. If an activity may result in ad
m asures are needed, a subsequent or supplemen

 m st be prepared (CEQA Guidelines §15162 and 15
 may tier off the General Plan Program 
ng s the Lead Agency under CEQA. 

rin  - When tiering is used, the later EIRs or negative declarations must refer to th
IR and state where a copy of the prior EIR may be examined. The later EIR should
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AME
PL N
As par th 
policy ld 
e proc mendments elsewhere in the City 
re handled.  Additional information on the General Plan Amendment process can be 

found in Chapte

NDMENTS TO THE COLORADO RIVER CORRIDOR 
A  

t of the City’s General Plan 2025, the CRCP contains provisions that are bo
and regulatory in nature.  As such, Amendments to the CRCP land use plan wou
essed in the same manner that General Plan Ab

a
r 1, Page 1-6 of General Plan 2025. 
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